
April 18, 2011 

 A Public Hearing of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held in Council Chambers, City Hall, on the above 
date with the following present: Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, 
Council Members Marc T. Aveni, J. Steven Randolph, and Jonathan 
L. Way; City Manager Lawrence D. Hughes, City Attorney Robert 
W. Bendall, Deputy City Attorney Martin R. Crim, Planning and 
Zoning Services Manager Terry Russell, and City Clerk Andrea P. 
Madden. 
 
 Absent were Council Members Sheryl L. Bass, Andrew L. 
Harrover, and Mark D. Wolfe. 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Public Hearing. 
 

The Mayor read an affidavit of publication that was before 
him signed by an authorized agent of the News & Messenger 
newspaper certifying that the public hearing listed on the 
evening’s agenda was published in conformance with Virginia law 
and City ordinances. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda: Public Hearing on Zoning Text 
Amendment ZTA #2011-03, Amending Sections 130-42, 130-93, 130-
481, 130-501, and 130-521 and Adding Sections Numbered 130-94 
and 130-242, of the Code of Ordinances, City of Manassas, 
Virginia (2002), as Amended, Relating to Transient 
Housing/Accessory Uses, Sexually Oriented Businesses, Liquor 
Stores, Sex Offender Treatment Services, Short-Term Loan 
Establishments, and Tattoo Parlors and Body Piercing Salons. 
 
 Mr. Russell explained that the City Council initiated the 
process for considering a Zoning Text Amendment that would 
establish regulations related to sexually oriented businesses 
at its meeting on September 27, 2010.  The City Council 
initiated a zoning text amendment on October 11, 2010 for the 
purpose of establishing an interim zoning ordinance regulating 
sexually oriented businesses based on the Prince William County 
zoning ordinance.  The Planning Commission held a public 
hearing on the zoning text amendment on November 3, 2010 and 
recommended approval of the amendment.  The City Council held a 
public hearing and its first reading of the zoning text 
amendment on November 15, 2010 and enacted it after second 
reading on December 6, 2010.  The interim ordinance requires 
sexually oriented businesses to be located at least 500 feet 
away from any residential or agricultural zoning district, and 
at least 500 feet from the property line of any land used for a 
residence; a nursing home, assisted living facility, or similar 
institution; an adult day care center; a child day care center; 
a public or private school, college or university; a public 
park; a public park; a public library, museum or cultural 
center; a church or other place of worship; a hotel, motel or 
boardinghouse; and any other adult business. 
 Consultant Dr. Eric Damian Kelly was hired by the City to 
study the issue of regulating sexually oriented businesses 
focusing specifically on the City of Manassas.  Dr. Kelly met 
with the Zoning Ordinance Review Committee to discuss his 
thoughts on useful approaches to zoning ordinance regulations 
regarding sexually oriented businesses.  Dr. Kelly met with the 
City Council and the Planning Commission in a joint work 
session on December 20, 2010.  His study “Background, Analysis 
and Recommendations: Zoning Amendments Related to Sex Business” 
was distributed to the public at that time. 
 



April 18, 2011 

 Dr. Kelly presented a brief report of his findings to City 
Council. 
 

Mayor Parrish opened the public hearing. 
 
 The Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so address 
Council in favor of the zoning text amendment. 
 
 No one spoke. 
 
 The Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so address 
Council in opposition to the zoning text amendment. 
 
 Chris Robinson, a resident of Haymarket, stated that he 
has concerns regarding the regulation of massage therapists.  
Mr. Robinson stated that he and his wife own a business that 
provides massage therapy and he was considering opening a 
business in Manassas, but he was unsure if the new 
regulations would impact that decision. 
 

Staff recommends that the public hearing be closed and 
first readings be scheduled for the next City Council Meeting 
on April 25, 2011. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED to close the public hearing. 

Seconded by Council Member Randolph and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 The public hearing was closed at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
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